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Rural  Cancer  Disparities  Project    
Objectives  2011-­‐2012  

Conduct  Adams  County  pilot  project  
Adapt  and  test  evidence-­‐based  educational  
resource  
Content  selected  by  ACCAT:  cancer  basics,  
prevention  and  screening    

Develop  Rural  Cancer  Network  (RCaN)  in  7  counties  
in  south  central  Wisconsin    
Partner  with  rural  health  organizations  
Participate  in  NCI  National  Outreach  Network  



UWCCC  South  Central  Wisconsin  Catchment  Area  

Rural Disparities Pilot Project 2011-2013 
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UWCCC  South  Central  Wisconsin  Catchment  Area  
Cancer  Incidence  and  Mortality,  2002-­‐2006  

UWCCC Outreach Clinic 

UWCCC Regional Affiliates 

Cancer incidence rate is 
above the state average 

Cancer mortality rate is above 
the state average 

Cancer incidence and 
mortality rates are above the 
state average 

  

Wisconsin  Cancer  Reporting  
System,  2010  





Needs  Assessment  Results*  
The  Adams  County  cancer  mortality  rate  
is:  
25.3%  higher  for  all  cancer  sites  
  36.7%  higher  for  lung  cancer.  
10.9%  higher  for  colorectal  cancer.  
22.5%  higher  for  prostate  cancer.  

*Compared  to  the  Wisconsin  state  average.    
The  rates  presented  are  age-­‐adjusted.    
Mortality  represents  cancer  deaths.  



Adams  County  Concerns  
  

Limited  chronic  disease  prevention  behaviors  (especially  
concerning  alcohol  and  tobacco  use)  
Emphasis  on  seeking  medical  intervention  versus  
practicing  disease  prevention  behaviors  
Need  for  a  simple  interpretation  of  cancer  screening  
information  and  recommendations  
Limited  access  to  primary,  mental  and  dental  health  care  
Low  socioeconomic  conditions  

  



Adams  County  Assets  
Close  knit  community  
Strong  land  ethic  
Existing  collaborative  
relationships  
Established  and  active  
community  groups  
Proven  ability  to  
leverage  resource  by  
finding  common  goals  
Passionate  community  
leaders  



  
In  order  to  make  a  long-­‐term  impact  on  the  
health  and  well-­‐being  of  Adams  County  residents,  
these  organizations:    

Adams  County  Aging  Unit  
Adams  County  Public  Health  
Moundview  Memorial  Hospital  and  Clinics  
University  of  Wisconsin  Extension     Adams  County  

joined  with  the  UWCCC  to  form  the  Adams  
County  Cancer  Awareness  Team  (ACCAT).  
  
ACCAT  will  address  cancer  and  chronic  disease  
prevention.  



The  Leading  Causes  of  Death  in  
Wisconsin,  2008  

Wisconsin  Department  of  Health  
Services,  2011  



  
Chronic  diseases  are  among  the  most  
preventable.  
A  small  set  of  common  modifiable  risk  factors  
are  responsible  for  most  of  the  leading  chronic  
diseases:  

Unhealthy  diet  
Insufficient  physical  activity  
Tobacco  use  and  secondhand  smoke  exposure  
Excessive  alcohol  use  

Wisconsin  Department  of  Health  
Services,  2011  



Cancer  Risk  Factors  with  Percentages  

Diet:  
30-­‐35%  

Tobacco:  
30-­‐32%  

Viruses  &  
Infection:  10%  

Sexual  
Practices:  7%  

Unknown:  +5%  

Alcohol:  3-­‐4%  

Industrial  Occupations:  4%  
  
Environmental  Pollution:  2%  
Family  History:  2%  
Food  Additives:  1%  
Radiation  (environmental  &  medical):  1%  
Sunlight  (ultraviolet):  1%  
    



ACCAT  Project  Objectives  
Impact  the  health  and  well-­‐being  of  Adams  County  residents  by  
promoting  chronic  disease  prevention.  

Increase  chronic  disease  prevention  knowledge  and  decision-­‐making  
capacity  of  county  residents.  

Expand  early  detection  of  cancer  and  increase  access  to  quality  care.  

Develop    tailored  educational  materials  on  cancer  basics,  prevention  
and  screening  for  the  residents  of  Adams  County.  

cancer-­‐related  needs.  

Represent  Adams  County  positively  within  the  region.  





Educational  Materials  
ACCAT  and  UWCCC  are  collaborating  to  develop  
tailored  educational  materials.    
These  materials:  

Target  three  cancer-­‐related  topics:  
Understanding  Cancer  Basics  
Cancer  Prevention  
Cancer  Screening  

Are  Adams  County  specific.  
Give  residents  the  knowledge  and  tools  necessary  to  
make  healthy  decisions  and  be  active  in  their  care.  



Current  Project  Status  
Developed  rural  adaptation  of  evidence-­‐based  
educational  resource  

Testing  adapted  resource  

Conducting  community  driven  evaluation  
Presenting  needs  assessment  results  and  project  
objectives  to  multi-­‐sector  community  
stakeholders  



Future  Plans  
Develop  and  execute  county  cancer  education  
plan  
Integrate  cancer  education  efforts  into  county  
Community  Health  Improvement  Plan    (CHIP)  
Develop  Rural  Cancer  Network  (RCaN)  in  south  
central  Wisconsin  
Assess  interest  in  implementing  the  new  
educational  resource  among  additional  rural  
counties    
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